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BATTLES THE DEADLY 

GREEN PLAGUE! 
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And honey— 

But it was ruled by the baleful and 

deadly GREEN PLAGUES 

\ 
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Again the BL ACKHAY/KS, fighting 

heroes from many lands, penetrate 
a mystery and destroy a dreadful 
menace/ 
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AM, SEfofi StACKWAWK.'Kx'M JUST IN TIME IT 
YOU WERE SENT AS ,"/ SEEMS .' YOUR DISAGREE 

MEPIATOR — WE 1 7 MENT IS OVER A BOUNPARY 

WELCOME YOU .'V _i^--EACH OF YOU CLAIMS 

A PISPUTEP 
PROVINCE, EH 7 
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THAT DOESN'T SOUNP 
LIKE ANV PISKUTE I'VE 
EVER HEAKP/ I'p THINK 
YOU'P BOTH WANT MORE 
LANP INSTEAP OF 
GIVING IT AWAY.' 



THIS TERRITORY IS 
CALLEP THE PLACE 

OF THE GREEN 
PLAGUE! A CURSE 

LIVES THERE/ NOBOPY 
WHO ENTERS IT EVER 
COMES OUT AGAIN / 
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WHAT WE SAY MAY 
SOUND STRANGE TO 

YOU, SENOR BLAOCHAWK! 

YOU COME FROM FAR 
AWAY — PERHAPS 
YOU WILL LAUGH, 

BUT — 




I'VE LEARNEP NOT 
TO LAUGH AT 

ANYTHING UNTIL I 
KNOW ALL THE TRUTH .' 
ANP I'LL LEARN THE 

TRUTH OF THIS GREEN 
PLAGUE COUNTRY/ 
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And so, a short -time later... 



BKEAK IT UP, MEN.' 
WE'VE WORK TO VO — 
EXCITING, P&NGEZOUS 
WORK/ 
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POT PLACE, BLACKHAWKl 
BUT ON PER MAP IT \SS 
NOPPINGS - ONLY A 
BLANK.' 
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BECAUSE NOBOPY'S 
EVER REPORTEP TO 
THE OUTSIPE WORLP 
WHAT IS THERE" — 

UP TO NOW! 
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AMPHIBIAN 

PLANES, 
ACKWA 

WHY? 



WE'LL FLY PREPARE? FDR 
WATER OR LANP-ANP ANy. 
THING THAT COMES ON 
EITHER ONE OR 



Then, toward -the dubious NO MAM'S XAisrp 
betweert the two nations 
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I'M ONLY ONE OF THE INNER 
PATROL.' SOMEHOW YOU GOT 
PAST OUR OUTER PEFENSES- 
BUT THEY'LL GET 
YOU AS YOU 
RETREAT/ 



AS FOR ME, T SUPPOSE 
YOU'LL KILL ME - 
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ON THE CONTRARY/ 
GO TELL YOUR FKIENCS 
THAT THE BLACKHAWKS 
ARE HERE, ASKING 
FOR PEACE BUT 
NOT AFRAID 
OF WAR.' 
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there's a trail 
through the 
trees; easy 

FOR US TO « 
PENETRATE 
THE INTERIOR 




THAT CHAP H6APEP THROUGH 

THE THICK TIMBER.' HE PIPN'T 

TAKE THE OPEN WAY, 

THEREFORE — 

IT MUST BE 

SO/ME KINPOF 

TRAP.' LET'S SEE 

IF WE CAM FOLLOW 

HIS FOOTPRINTS/ 
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MAKEE NICE 

BLOBBYCUE ~ 
OR LOAST WITH 
APPLE IN MOUTH- 







VeNTRC 
SAINT- 

Gmst 
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As the BlACKHAWfCS move -through the 
trees. *h«y are aware of -wonders — 



WVS BAM RICH 
EARTH r- CAN GROW 
ANYTHING. 
BY YUPITER / 



2E FRUITS/ ZIS 
IS A PARAPIS6 OP 
PLENTY/ 



EVERY ROCK IS 
FULL OP METAL- 
COPPER, GOLD, 

EVERYTHING.' 



YES. irs A LANP WHERE \ 

LIFE COUtP BE PLEASANT". 1 

BUT, INSTEAP, DEATH J 

SEEMS TO RULE HER6.V/ 

I WONPER WHAT -C 
HAPPENEP TO THAT ^ 



MAN 



LET 



i- . 
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But the BLACKHAVfKS are 

approaching carefully... 

REGARDEZ! "ZIS TRIP- 

WIRE — IT SETS OFF ZE 

POISON GAS FOR WHOEVER 
MAY COME ZIS WAY— 

CBST DIA BOLlQUEl 



i. " 
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BLACKHAWK ISS 
WAITING UP 
ANEAP7 VANTS 
TO SHOW US 
SOMEPINGS / 
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In pausing -to give Chop Chop 
a hand, Olaf -was not caught 
Jn the hidden pit ...... 





BAH! it 

BAN WORSE 
THAN VOU 
SAY — FULL 

of acid:. 
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I DON'T UNDERSTAND YOU/ TWO 
CIVILIZED NATIONS ARE READY TO 
GIVE YOU THE BENEFIT OF THEIK 
HELP AND LEAPERSHIP — _ 

'WE NEED NO 



CIVILIZATION.' SINCE THE 
BEGINNING OF TIME,OUR TRIBE 
HAS HELD THIS RICH LAND — 
EVERYTHING NEEDFUL CAN 
BE GATHERED WITHOUT 
WORK— WHY SHARE 
WITH OTHERS7 



vs 



«*-k 



amo*/g the assists of our Vand you pipe 
realm is a well of natural) it out to your 



<5AS — -A DEADLY POISON 
WHICH TURNS ITS 

VICTIMS GREEN! 



HARPLY A 
tfENTLE/WANLV WAV 
TO ESTABLISH 
YOUR CLAIMS' 
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CIVILIZATION OFFENPS^v 


/^ANP YOU , WITH \ \ 


MS! IT'S MARSH f CRUEL, J 


1/ YOUR GREEN \ 


^OVERBEARING "V^X^ 


I PLAGUE, THINK jU 




> YOU'RE IN A Jk 


L ^H l^v J / ^^^^^^HP 


7 POSITION TO 




jk CRmcize.v^TI 



OFF HANP, I'P SAY 
YOU'RE JUST THE SAME 
AS LOTS OF SO-CALLEP 
CIVILIZED COWARPS 
ANP KILLERS WE'VE 
DESTROYED IN 

THE PAST/ 



BUT WE'LL PESTROV VOUf 

HERE'S A PIPE WTTHSOMEl 

OF. OUR PLAGUE GAS.' 
GRAB HIM, TWO OP YOU, 
ANP HOLP HIM IN 
FRONT OF IT.' 
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THE 

REST OF OUR STORE J£ 
OFOASPOMBS-- 
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AREN'T YOU A LITTLE 
Vy TIREP OF USING THE 

GREEN PLAGUE AGAINST 

,*- ~, "ST 

; ,i " 
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IT WONT 
WORK/ 
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In. -the village 



«•. 



THOSE PEVILS WE 
CAPTURE? ARE BREAKING 
LOOSE.' QUICK, FORM 
FOR ACTION OR THEY 
WILL KILL US 
ALL.' 



1 1 in 



FIRST, 

SAVE THE 

CHIEF.' 



b -- 









MOW MAYBE YOU'LL 
USTEN TO REASON .' WE 
CAME ONLY TO LEARN ABOUT 
YOU — BUT YOU STARTEP 
THE FKSHT, SO WE'VE 
FINISHED IT/ 



■ 



I, TOO, AM 
FINISHED/ I 
CANNOT LIVE 
WITH MV SHAME.' 
I'D RATHER WE.' 
THE GREEN 

PLAGUE! 
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WHOOO! ABOUT 
SIXTY TIME* AS 
MUCH ACIP AS IN ANV, 
OTHER FRUIT I 
EVER TASTEP.' 



YOU SEE T ACIP.' 

AND <5AS BAN 

ALKALI! SO 

WE PICK LOTS- 
BUSHELS •• ANP 
PUT*EM IN 
<3AS WELL — 



\ 
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DIVIDE THE LAMP BETWEEN 

YOUK TWO COUNTRIES/ GIVE 

POOR PEOPLE THE PREFERENCE 

IN SETTLEMENT, ANP LIVE IN 
VtNX ANP FRIENDSHIP* 




Monfow eonucs 




InfhechiVcaraf a Speeding train ... / then WHAT 

ARE WE WAITING 



PS-S-ST.' GET 

AN EYEFUL OF THAT 

DOPE, MEG/ IP HE 
HAS ANY MONEY, 
HE'S A SETUP 
FOR US' 
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HE'S GOT PLENTY,) 
DEUCES.' 1 SAWZ 
HIM PEEL A TWENTY 

'OFPAFATBUNPLE 
TO PAY FOR THAT 
BOOK IN THE 
STATION.' J A 



FOR? LET' 
GOi 



i 
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POP 

CORN 
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MY CARP, SIR.' WAVIT'S THE 
f NAME, AS YOU CAN SEE/ D.U.V 
f VVAVIT/ THIS IS MY DAUGHTER Mlli 
MARGARET.' WE THOUGHT YOU 
MIGHT CARE TO LIGHTEN THE 

BURDEN OF A TIRESOME 



X'TW 
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JOURNEY WITH 

A LITTLE GAME 

OF THREE- 
HANDEP 

DRAW.' 



DRAW? 
I NEVER 
HEARD 

OF IT.' 
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THAT'S FINE ...ER 
I MEAN WE'P BE 
GLAD TO TEACH 
YOU/ 



fit 



BUT, 60SH, 1 WAS JUST IN 
THE MIDDLE OF A TERRIFIC 
STORY ABOUT A CAT WHO 
COULPPLAY THE y-^ 
ACCORPION ANP ) 
SING/ 
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SIR, I CAN SEE YOU ARE A MAN OF\ 
WEALTH ANP POSITION/ I WOULDN'T A 

INSULT YOU BY MAKING THIS A PIKER'S 

GAME, S O I'LL RAISE YOU A HUNPREP^ 

PINE.' FINE.' I'VE COT ABOUT^ 
SIX HUNPREP BUCKS SAYEP 
UP.... I MEAN I'VE GOT 
PLENTY OF MONEY.'... 

PLENTY.' 




SIX HUNPREP BUCKS.' PHOOEYf, 
ANP WE HAP TO PUT UP SIX 

HUNPREP APIECE TO GET 

IT OUT OF HIM.' OH, WELL, 
WE'LL PULL IN THE 



POT ANP QUIT. 




WHAT 

DO I DO 

NOW? 




PUT UP ANOTHER HUNPREP, 
SIR. ANP SEE MY CARPS.' 
THERE.' FOUR TENS.' I 
GUESS THAT TAKES IT/ 
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NIX, MISTER/ I KNOW A \ /YAWP/ WH.mWHV, OF 
LITTLE ABOUT THIS GAME YCOURSE.' I WAS ONLY 
ANP FOUR ACES BEATS „— >| GOING TO PICK UP THE 
FOUR TENS ANY PAY/ 
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MY...MY... I NEVER NOTICEP 
THAT SIGN/ I WOUCPNT 
THINK OP BREAKING THE 




A FINE MESS.' I 
SUP TWO TENS 
OUT OF MY SLEEVE 
TO MAKE THE FOUR 
ANPA SIMP LIKE 
THAT HAS TO PRAW 
FOUR ACES ON THE 
LEVEL ANP TAKE 

OUR ROLL/ 

a 
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ANP THE 

Conductor; 
ruinep OUR 

CHANCES OP 

GETTING 
IT BACK/ 



NOT IF I CAN HELP IT-' WE'RE GETTING] J A+- 



CLOSE TO RAKE CITY.' THERE'S ONE 
STOP BEFORE WE REACH IT.' I'LL 
SENP A TELEGRAM FROM THERE 
TO JOE ANP BOPPY ANP WE'LL 
WORK THE KIPNAP GAG/ 
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YOU, 
SWEETHEART/ 



MY BELOVEP 
PAUGHTER7 

NO! 
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March , sister .... un less 
your ovo man cares to 
couch up with eighteen 

hunprep pouars, which is 

the ransom we're askin ' 

for your safe 
\\* return to his 



EIGHTEEN 
HUNDRED 

pou.ars.'_ 

BUT I 
HAVEN T 

A PIME 
LEFT IN THE 
WORLD.' 
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OH, IS THERE NO ONE WHO 
THINKS ANY LIFE IS WORTH A 
PALTRY EIGHTEEN 
HUNPREP POUARS?„ ^ 
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WHAT A 
COINCIDENCE.' 
THAT'S EXACTLY 
HOW MUCH 
MONEY I'VE GOT, 

INCLUPING THE 
TWELVE HUNPREP 
I WON IN THAT 
FUMNV 

SAME/. 



WAIT.' 

HERE'S THE 

MONEY/ 



NOW WE'RE SETTING 
SOMEPLACE.' I MEAN, 
I'LL NEVER BE ABLE TO 
THANK YOU 
ENOUGH.' 
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I'M GONNA T LAY OFF, BOPPY 
KNOCK OFF VY'CAN'T SHOOT 
THAT -^ CONDUCTORS 
CONPUCTOK.' J ON ACCOUNT OF 

I'M SENTIMENTAL 
ABOUT THEM -BECAUSE 

I WANTED TO BE ONE 
WHEN I WAS A 
KID.' 
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HEY, ENGINEER, SET 

THIS TRAIN MOWN' 
AS SOON AS WE SET 

OFF AND DON'T STOP 

TO CALL THE 

COPS! 
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THAT 
BANPIT TOLD 

ME TO START 
THE TRAIN AS 
SOON AS THEY 
GOT OFF--AND 
» I DID' ... 

■■•V ■;"■■■—. ~;;^s*; 



HKLPt 



GET US OFF 

HERE.' I'LLRW 

THIS EIGHTEEN 

HUNDRED BUCKS 

TO BE TAKEN OFF 

HERE ALIVE*/ 
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KEEP 'EM ON THERE, JOHN.' WE'LL BE 
INTO RAKE CITY IN A FEW MINUTES ANP 
WE CAN TURN 'EM OVER TO THE COPS! 
I GOT THE WHOLE STORV OUT OP 

> CK.OCK.. WAVIT, 
THEY'RE ALL IN 




ANP THAT INCLUDES HER* SHE'S 
WAVIT'S DECOY/ BUT VOU FIXED 
'EM, M'BOYZ WAIT'LL I TELL THE 
REPORTERS HOW YOU TRAPPED 
A PAIR OF KIDNAPPING BANDITS 
ON OUR ENGINE.' 
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TORCHY, BE A DEAR AND 
TAKE SUSIE OVER TO 
SCHOOL THIS MORNING. 1 
THERE'S A NYLON 
SALE DOWN AT 
BIM BEL'S AND 
I DON'T WANT 
TO SET THERE 
LATE.' 
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T'tAtY* 



NOW, KIDDIES, 
JUST IMAGINE 
YOU'RE LOOKING 
AT A PRETTY 
DOLL AND 
THEN MAKE 
ONE JUST 
LIKE IT.« 



CAT 
DOG . 
cow 



* *' 
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OKAY, MIMI .' 
ANYTHING 
FOR A PAL i 



WHAT A CUTE 
LITTLE GIRL.' 




YOU'RE 
NOT 

KIDDIN'.' 
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sh-h.'you 
mustn't talk 

THAT WAV 

ABOUT THEM, 
SUSIE.' 




SUSIE'S MOTHER ASKED 
ME TO BRING HER OVER 
TODAY/ I SUPPOSE IT'S 
ALU RIGHT TO LEAVE 
HER, 
NOW.' 



VESi GOODNESS, I 
FORGOT/ SUSIE'S IN 
THE VERY CLASS POR 
WHICH WE HAVE NO 
TEACHER TODAY/ 



/ 



$m 






1 



HER TEACHER'S MOTHER 
JUST CALLED/ THE TEACHER 

IS VERY ILL/ WE 

DON'T KNOW WHO'S 

GOING TO TAKE 



r, 





WHY, ER - IT'S' OBVIOUS 
THAT SHE'D BE 
WONDERFUL -ER".. 
THAT IS- WOULDN'T 
YOU LIKE TO HELP US 
OUT, 

MISS- 

? 



_r\ 






OH < TOR€Hy / PLB« 
DO IT/ IT'LL BE ! 

MUCH MORE FUt> 
HAVING YOU FOR 

OUR TEACHER 
INSTEAD OF THAT 

FRUMP WE 

HAVE EVERy 
DAY.' 




K^ 



:S- \r, ■ 
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/GOSH, I DON'T KNOW WHAT TO SAY.' 
/ I HATE TO THINK OF THE KIDS 

1 BEING WITHOUT A TEACHER — 
V BUT- -DO YOU WANT ME 



TO STAY 



I 
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9F COURSE 
SHE 
I'M SURE 

SHE 
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I'LL BET SHE WON'T 
CHARGE US A CENT 
EITHER.' 



•VERY, 

WELL.' 

I GUESS 

you 

CAN 
TAKE 

THE 



f% 



SHU 



FOR 
THE, 
DAY 
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TORCHY,THIS IS 
WONDERFUL / 
WAIT TILL THE 
OTHER KIDS 
SEE YOU! 



1 



WHAT'LL 
I DO 
FIRST? 
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ONE OF THESE DAYS I'M 
GOING TO REBEL AND 
MAKE YOUR MOTHER 
TAKE YOU HERE/ I'M 
GETTING FED UP WITH 
MAKING THIS TRIP 
EVERY MORNING/ 




^TORCHY,EH? WELL,/fl0K' 
PO YOU PO?\SHT THIS 
A COINCIDENCE ? I HAD 
JUST DECIDED TO SIT IN 
CLASS TODAY AND 
OBSERVE THE 
CHILDREN IN 
ACTION/ 
PARENTS ARE 
ALLOWED TO 
SIT IN ONE 
DAY EACH 
TERM,YOl 
KNOW/ 



THEY ARE? I 
GUESS IT'S ALL 
RIGHT THEN/ 
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HELLO.' I'VE 
NEVER SEE 
YOU HERE 





SO YOU'RE 
THE NEW. 



TEACHER •' 




HMMPH.' YOU DON'T 
LOOK LIKE MUCH OF 
A TEACHER. TO ME ' 




WELL , I DECLARE .' I'M GLAD I 
NEVER LET MY HUSBAND TAKE 
ALICE TO SCHOOL .' SOME 
WOMEN JUST ASK 
FOR TROUBLE.'* 




SUSIE, YOU'VE GOT 
HELP ME.' I DON'T 
WHAT TO DO .' 4 
WHAT DOES 
YOUR REGULAR 
TEACHER DO 
FIRST IN THE 
MORNING ? 



TO 

KNOW 





you 



THANK T HOW Dtp THIS 



SET IN HERE? 
WHAT A BREAK 
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GOODNESS.' 
THAT DOESN'T 
SOUND LIKE 
LITTUE JACK 
HORNER TO 
ME.' MAYBE 

THEY'VE 
CHANGED IT 
SINCE I WENT 
TO SCHOOL.' 
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DO YOU KNOW THAT 
DANCING IS ONE OF THE 
MOST IMPORTANT THINGS 
IN A CHILD'S EDUCATION? 
YOU CAN'T DO MORE FOR 
A KID THAN TO GIVE HIM . 
A GOOD GROUNDWORK IN 
DANCING/ LET'S SHOW. 
THEM HOW TO DO IT/ 
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HUH? 
BUT- 
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BUT ARE YOU 
L SURE THIS IS ALL 
«* RIGHT ?v— ^ 



»#a 



. RIGHT? IT'S 
TERRIFIC/ 



SSK 



M' 



JTUSTA, 
MINUTE .' 

THAT'S NO 
WAY TO DANCE/ THINK I WANT 
MV KID LEARNING STUFF LIKE 
THAT ? LET ME SHOW 

you HOW.' 
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OH, A WISE 
GUY, EH? 
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TRYING TO MUSCLE 
IN ON MY IDEA! 
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WHAT MAKES YOU 

THINK YOU CAN RUN 
THINGS? 
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youR daddy 

HIT MV DADDY 

FIRST.' 






VM 
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CHILDREN, YOU MUSTN'T— 
OH, GRACIOUS/ HOW DID 
ALL THIS START ? 
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5WEET GIRL, 

eh ? why, you 

LITTLE WORM.' 

I'll show you / 





■ > ■* ^ 



f WHAT ON EARTH'S GOING 
ON HERE? WE HEARD THE 
RACKET ALL THE WAy 
DOWNSTAIRS .' GOOD 
HEAVENS .' WHAT ARE 

ALL THESE MEN 
DOING HERE ? 






I THINK , 
I KNOW.' 



>Va> 




I THINK I DO, 

TOO.' youvE 

GOT A LOT OF 
EXPLAINING 

TO DO.yOUNG 
LADy.' 



BUT I'M SURE 

THAT SWEET GIRL 

COULDN'T HAVE 
BEEN RESPONSIBLE 

FOR THIS.' 
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GOSH.' GOLLy.' WHAT'LL 
I TELL MIMI ? A FINE 
PLACE I MADE OF 

LITTLE SUSIE'S 

SCHOOL .' 

, "/J 
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MMMf PEY 

smell prettier'n hair 
goo.' think i'll pick 
one fermegoilfrien; 

CONNIE.' 
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TV LONG ARM O' TH' LAW WOULD REACH OUT 
AN' WINCH YE-' NOW RUN ALONG WITH YE/ 



G-GETCHA.' 
WELL. S-SO 
L0N6.0FFICA' 

RYAN/ 



I 1* 
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WELL, AS LONG AST JUS' 
FOUNP IT THERE, X SUESS 
I C'N KEEP IT/ 



to 



\u;>i 



A'HEM.' B'FORE YE GO ANY FURTHER, 
MASTER McDOOPLE, D'YE KNOW WHAT'P 
HAPPEN IF YE SO MUCH AS PICKED 



ONE BUD 
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HE CAN'T PINCH ME 
FEfcTHA' 



/ 



c: 



N-NO. 
OPPiCA' 

RYAN/ 

WM-WHAT'P 

HAPPEN* 
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CHEE.' A 
FLOWER LYIN 
ONTH' 
IDEWALK 

WUNN6R HOW 

IT SOT 
THERE.' 
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O-K-KAY. OFFICA'RYAN/ 
THERE'S YER F-FLOWER.' 
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JEEPERS.' WHEN IT COMES 
T' ntNCHIN',yOWRB^ 

A BXPOtTf 
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ISN'T IT WONDERFUL 
WILL? SPRING IS 
JUST AROUND THE 
CORNER.' TRA- 
LA-LA 
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/just THINK- BlRPS \ 
f WILL SINS - BEES J 
1 WILL, BUZZ -AND \ 

\**!L0V£ W/LL\ 
^-^ BLOOM f ^J 



wgga 

ttvm 
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will -we've BEEN 

KEEPING COMPMV 

TE A 
TIME 

MOW., 
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WILL.' WILL, DEAR.' 
ARE YOU HURT? 




WILL?? 

W/I£ BRAGG! 
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IF ANYONE 
BUT YOU 
ASKED ME, 
I'P SAY 

PRACTICING 

||W/=/ 



. 



______ 




__.■' 



GOT AN EARLY THAW.' 
NO ONE ELSE IN 

THIS TOWN HAS 

/ BRAINS ENOUGH Tegl 

' THINK OF A WAY TO ! 

get training for 
the state ski 

, meet;. 



:cy. 
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/<?//•• IN A 

SKIING 

TOURNAMENT? 

HAW! 



AT LEAST 1 HAVE 
ENOUGH GUMPTION TO 
REPRESENT OUR TOWN.' 

AN* I'M ENTERING,EVEN 

IF I PON'T GET , 

-i A PARTNER.' 
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I CAN'T BLAME ANYONE FOR 
NOT WANTING TO TEAM UP WITH 

A GROUND -MOLE LIKE YOU.' 
BESIDES, WHO'D WANT TO 
ENTER ANYTHING LESS THAN 

A NATIONAL 
TOURNAMENT? 



LOTS O' PEOPLE- 
BUT NOT 

you.' 
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AND WHEN YOU ENTERED THE 

INTERNATIONAL ski meet 

IN THE URAL MOUNTAINS OF 

RUSSIA , I'LL BET YOU HAD 

THREE PLATES OF 

BORSHT BEFORE 
THE RUNNER-UP 
CAME IN AFTER 
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NOW STOP FIGHTING , BOYS.' 

WILL. IS A MARVELOUS SKIER, 

MR. SWENSON, AND HE'LL 

PROVE IT SOME DAY.' AND 

X THINK M04S ARE, TOO 

AS TO YOUR SETTING A 
PARTNER FOR THE 

STATE SKI MEET 
YOU JUST LEAVE 
THAT TO ME.' 










^Phe day of t lie 

ski tournament 
rolls around -and 
Swenson doesn't 
know who his 
partner is- until 

the train empties/ 

Maw -Kb 
wishes he 

didn't have 
9 partner sb 

all .' 





HELPS ME ? 

I'LL PROBABLY 
HAVE TO SKI BACK 
WITH HIM PIGGY- 
BACK.' 

at- 



X'p SKI C\KCl£$ AROUNP 
YOU OR ANYONE ELSE 
HERE, IP THE CONTEST 
WERE HELD IN THE ALPS! 
AHEM.' "'ER-THIS 
AMERICAN SNOW'S 
TOO SLOW FOR ME. 1 I 

CAN'T GET USEP TO 
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i'm caught.' set 

ME OFF.' I'll BE 
PULLEP UP IN THE 
MOUNTAINS AN' I 
WON'T GET BACK 
IN TIME FOB THE 
MEET.' 




WHAT? -OA1/GOSH? 
M-NOT D-POWN THERE 

WHERE IT'S FLAT? 




J'BYE SOV5/ 
LOTS OF LUCK 
I'M SURE 
YOU'LL 




IF THEY WANT TO 
LANP IN THE ' 
HOSPITAL,THEY 



WE JUST HEARP 
THAT THE 

GRIZZLY BOYS 

ARE IN THI5 MEET 
AN 1 THEY PON'T 
LET ANYONE 

ELSE WIN.' 






Mff.GRfZZLY, 

WHICH SIPE O'HIM 
WOULP YOU LIKE 
T'SKI ON 7 
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JUMPING CATFISH -THE GRI2ZLY 

ANP THEY'VE SOT BRAGS IN 
THE MIPPLE.' EVEN IP X THINK 
LESS THAN NOTHING OP 
HIM,i CAN'T LET 
COME TO A FATE 
LIKE THAT.' 




LOTS O'LUCK, YOU'LL 

CHAMP! -r^ neep 

■ 
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NICE TO HAVE 

KNOWN ttu, 

CHAMP.' 



OOOH-- I'M 
4-GOHHA HIT 
TMf TREE.' 
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OH, BOfJ AM 1 QLAO TO 
SET OUT OP THOSE TREES 
TO A PLACE THAT'S 
BEEN CLEARED OFF.' 




6ULPC HEY, YOU IN 
THE SLED- LOOK 
OUT.' 




: »*»*%*■ .«sW 
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WHEW.' THANK GOODNESS. 
I CA/WB TO A SMOOTH , 
STRAIGHT -AWAY.' 
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COME5 IN 
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YAHOO.' OUR WHOLE TEAM 
WON J YOU MAV HAVE 
BEAT A^f / BRAGG 
BUT I DIDN'T GIVE YOU 
TIME TO HAVE THOSE 
THREE PLATES OP 
BORSHT THIS 
TIME.' 



OH-'.ER-HIVA, 

SWENSON.' WELL -ER 

I TOLD VOU THIS 
4MERICAN SNOW 

■ S Slow.' 
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SLOW? THAT WAS 
THE FASTEST 

FINISH I'VE EVER 

SEEN.' 



YOU DON'T. THINK 

LOOK 



IT WAS PAST 
AT THE COLOR 

YOUR TIE 




WHAT'S A 

BLACK 

TIE with 

Y6UO W 
POLKA POTS 

ON IT (SOT TO DO 
WITH HOW PAST 
I WAS GOING? 
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CHOO CUOOf IN ORPER TO PLAY A MAIP PROPERLY 
VOU MUST CARRY A TRAY LIKE THIS, AT CHIN LEVEL 



0^ 



I WAS NEVER CUT OUT 
TO PlAY A MAIP, MS. PeWILE.' 
10W AS LEAPING '.Apy.. 



OH, PEAR/ MUST THIS 
STUPIP GIRL HOLP UP THE 

REHEARSAL' 
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WEI!., WE NEED MORE 
CASH FOR THE SHOW/ 
RAISE" ONE HUNDRED 
AND FIFTY DOLLARS 
AND YOU PLAY 
THE LEAD.' 



i- ■■ 
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OH, MY GOODNESS/ 

1 .K AV J N / T THAT Mu « 
MONEY, BUT I'LL- 

jmj I'LL GET IT - 

\ (SOMEHOW 

I ^ — . ^***^ - 
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HOLD THIS TRAY, MISS MOUNTEBANK. 
"X WHILE I gETMY PUR SE/ 



MR. DeWILE/ IL HEARD YOU 
TRYING TO DOUBLE-CROSS ME/ 
MOU CAN'T 6IVE MV PART 
TO THIS &\RLS 
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DO YOU DENY TELLING 
HER THAT SHE COULD 
HAVE MY ROLE IF SHE 
COULD RAISE ONE 
HUNDRED AND FIFTY 
DOLLARS? 



listen, miss mountebank, 
she'll never set it? ^ 
ha i.ha.' i told her that 
so she'd stop pestering 
me; you have nothing 
to worry about/, 
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THAT'S ALL WE'LL REHEARSE TODAY.' NOW, 
REMEMBER — TONIGHT IS THE OPENING OF 
ASHES OF PASSION AND, TO GIVE A GOOD 

PERFORMANCE, YOU ACTORS MUST BE ON 

YOUR TOES EVERY WIN LITE .' rr^ \ v - 



mm 



CHOO CHOO 
LA MOE IS ALREADY 
ON MY 
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gosh/ only sixty, 
five cents/ cherry's 
working amd •- 
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A short time later ... 
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I /CHERRY, MY PEAK 









CHERRY PIPN'T 
HAVE" ANY MONEY 
THIS MORNING, BUT 

MAYBE SHE'S GETTING 

3/G 77«.' 



'/l 
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FRIEND MY WHOLE* 
CAREER PEPENPS ON 

YOUR LENPING ME ONE 
HUNPREPANP FIFTY 
POLLAR5 THIS 
INSTANT/ 



WHAT 7 CH0OCHOO,X| 

" DON'T EVEN HAVE 

ONS DOLLAKAND 
FIFTY 
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O PEATH. WHERE IS THY STING? 
FOR A MEASLY HUNPREP ANP < 
FIFTY I COULP BE THE LEAPING 

LAPY IN ASH5S OF PASSION A 



LET ME BY, CHOO CHOOf 
mf TH/S TRAY IS HEAVY/ IF 
WE'RE GOING TO P"AY THE 
ROOM RENT, I'VE GOT TO 
HOLP MY JOS ■' 




THE TRAY SEEMS 
HEAVY BECAUSE YOU'RE 
NOT CARRYING IT RlGHT^ 

HERE, LET ME 
SHOW YOU .', 

WHAT TH'-?7 
BE CAREFUL .' 
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MY PIRECTOR, 

MR. DeWILE, SAlP THE 

PROPER WAY TO CARRY, 



A TRAY IS AT 
CHIN LEVEL/ 





rt . // OH , MY 

OHHH.' VgoOPNESS.' 






YOU'RE NOT A WAITRESS 
HERE.' WHAT ARE YOU 
DOING WITH THAT TRAY? 
SET OUT/ 
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....in just THijrry minutes, l /a hunprep anp Firry 

USTENTO ANSWER PLEASE, W POLLARS .' WHOOPEE/ 

THE TORNAPO VACUUM CLEANERS YW CAREEK JS SAVEP 

NEW QUIZ PROGRAM, WHEREV ' ALL I H ^ETO PO IS 

MEMBERS OP OUR STUPIO r^ I GET ON THAT QUIZ PROGRAM 

AUPIENCE WIN ONE HUNPREP 

FIFTY POLLARS FOR 

ANSWERING 

QUESTIONS 

CORRECTLY/ r .-SfiT \s\ w r^/> 



,/ WHAT LUCK 
COMING 
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FOR HAVING YOUR 
RAPIO TURNEP ON.' 
I'M GOING TO ATTENP 
THE TORNAPO 
VACUUM CLEANER 




Thirty minutes liter- in 
th* "broadcasting studio... 



OUR NEXT 

CONTESTANT 




THAT'S OPP.' I PON'T REMEMBER 
THAT YOU WERE CHOSEN AS ONE 
OF THE CONTESTANTS/ OH, WELL 
-HERE'S THE QUESTION = 

"WHY POES A CHICKEN 
CROSS THE ROAD 7* 

OH, MY 
GOOPHESS! 

WHY? LET'S 

SEE ,h WHY? 

WHY? 



L> 







NO.' YOU HAVE ONE MORE CHANCE/ 
CLEAN THAT VERY PIRTV RUG WITH THE 
NEW TORNAPO VACUUM CLEANER IN 
TWENTY SECONPS ANP THE ONE 






v imt 



HUNPREP RFTY POL LARS 
IS YOURS/ 
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RprreN szconos 

T0 60AHP SHE'S ALMOST 
OONEi WOW.' WHAT 



. 






HERE'S THE ONE HUNPREP 

Firry pollars prize money/ 
the winner's name is — 

WHAT PIP YOU SAY YOU* 
NAME IS? 




Back at the tlxeatro ... 



' 



HERE'S THE MONEY, MR. Pi WILE.' 
YOU CAN TELL MISS MOUNTEBANK 
THAT I'M PLAYING THE LEAP. 
TONIGHT INSTEAP OF HER/, 



ZOUNPS/ M PJPN'T 
THINK YOU HAP A CHANGS 
OF RAISING IT/ 
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I'LL TELL MISS MOUNTEBANK OF THE ~ER~ 
CHANGE IN CAST IN A MINUTE- ER-- PRESENTLY,, 
OR, AS THEY SAY IN SPANISH , MAN ANA / 

r THIS STAR GOES ON MY PRESSING 
ROOM POOR AfOWt MANANA7 J 
THAT MEANS 
TOMORROW/, 
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OOF! WHY POtfT YOU 
' WATCH WHERE 

YOUR GOING? 



T 



MISS 

mountebank; 






IT ISN'T TIME FOR MY ENTRANCE 
CUE, BUT I'M GOING ON STAGE 
ANYWAY BEFORE SHE BEATS 

ME TO IT/ 






m&mn c©j»ye* 




VOIANPA, PEAREST, 
I HAVE A TRAGIC 
MATTER TO PISCltfS 

WITH YOU." <GUIP? 








— ER— Pinry forces me to 

TELL YOU, VOL AN PA -- 6R -r. 



m ***** ' ' *» h ■ ' - 
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POM'T PAY 



\ PSST —WHICH ONE OF 
**ypU IS VOLMPA7^s ' AN V ATTENTION" 

TO HER// 
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ONCE AND FOR ALL, ^f GET OFF 

CUOO CUOO UMOE! I YOURSELF, 
GET OFF THIS ^^X.ffftTTX ' , 

CTATP ' ^^ MOUNTEBANK. 

OF BREAKS - NOW 
'IVEME A CHANCE.' 
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YOU'RE FIREP -ALL OF YOU/ 
WE'RE CLOSING THE SHOW.' 
WE COULD NEVER PRESENT. 
IT AS A TRAGEDY AFTER 
THIS.' OOOH.MYHEAB-/ 



IT'S -IT'S Y-YOUROWN 

FAULT, MR Be WILE/ 

NEXT TIME YOU MAKE 

A PROMISE, K-KEEP IT/ 

OOOH, MV HEAD/ 
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Next morning — 



NO MONEY •• NO PL AY-\ I 

WOO CUOO MAYBE YOU ^ ANP L °? K AT ME/ ^^ 

C-huo ohou, matob you j a tiAin'c pact i< acrrccr 

CAN SET PACK SOME -^ A MAIt7S PAK 



OF THE HUNDRED AND 
FIFTY YOU GAVE 
MR.DeWILE, 

TO PAY YOUR 
DOCTOR 
BILL* 



£r 



THAN THIS/ WHY 

EVERYTHING HAVE 
HAPPEN TO ME? 
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TT WAS a wild, blustery night with screeching 
■* wind that shook and rattled the ancient 
house. It was such a night as the Little People 
choose for their deviltry ; that sets the banshees 
to wailing and gnashing their teeth. 

Six youths sat huddled in the big living room 
of the house They tried to keep their eyes to- 
ward the center of the table around which they 
clustered. Occasionally one of them would hurl 
an affrighted glance over his shoulder, out 
through the window that gave on the misty 
moor. But he'd quickly turn his head back 

"Scared? 1 " asked one of the lads with a sick 
grin 

"Naw," replied the one who had just looked. 

Another laughed. There was nothing to laugh 
at 

"What're you laughing at. Don?" one of them 
demanded 

"Why not?" retorted Don 

"Well, why?" persisted another "I don't feel " 
like laughing." 

Allen said, "So we picked a haunted house, 
and here we are. Let's see *it through." 

"Old bravery himself." Don grunted 

"Listen," said Allen, "if any of you want to 
back out, now's the time, before it gets dark " 

Frank hooted "I'd like to see what you'd do 
if we all left!" 

Allen gave him a look 

"Jack, tell us a story," someone suggested. 

"Tell us the story. of this haunted house" 

Ben was the only native of Ireland; the other 
five boys had come from the States, Ben hitched 
his chair closer to the table and spread his 
elbows out 

"f can give you a pretty cleaT word picture 
of this old castle." he said. "My uncle has own- 
ed it for many years. It was built in 1564 — you 
can see the date carved in the stone above the 
front doors " ( 

"Give us all the gory details. Ben.'' sang out 
Don "The works!" 

Ben grinned "All right Here goes' 

"Soon after the castle was built," he began, 
"the master was murdered in his bed. No one 
knew at the time who had killed him. Several 
of the servants were put to death just as an 
example to the others." 

"Did the servants do it?" someone asked. 
"No one knows " said Ben "The master was 



fcund dead in his bed There were no marks 
on him." % 

"Heart trouble*" said Don. 

"Possible," Ben said. "But he had a strong 
heart, and he was only in his early fifties " 

"Witchcraft." 

Ben nodded. "You said it. That's exactly 
what everybody believed killed the master, He 
was known to have sold his soul to Satan " 

"The master of the castle," Ben continued, 
"was wealthy His riches went to his eldest son, 
James. As was customary, James moved into 
his late father's bedroom One morning about 
two years afterward, James -was found dead in 
bed under the same extraordinary , circum- 
stances. 

"James' wealth now passed on to the next 
eldest son, Henry. Well, as you've guessed, the 
same fate waited for Henry In fact, he died 
less than a year later 

"There were no more sons, so Henry's wealth 
was handed down to Margaret, the eldest daugh- 
ter | 

"Margaret lived in perfect health for nine 
years." 

"She didn't sleep in that 'deadly* bed. I sup- 
pose," said Don 

"No." Ben replied. "Naturally, the women 
didn't sleep in their father's beds, as did the 
sons. Margaret had her own room in another 
^wing of the castle." 

Ben paused. "Now here's the starnge part of 
the story Margaret kept pondering the cause 
of her father's and brothers' deaths. What had 
killed them, without leaving marks of violence? 

"One night she crept to the fatal room and 
crawled into the ancient bed. She was soon 
asleep. They found her dead the next morning " 

.Frank said. "Should have minded her own 

business." 

"Yes" said Ben "But you see, she was curi- 
ous. Just like we are." 

"I'd have searched that room mighty thor- 
oughly" Jack said "Must have been something 
wrong with it" • 

"Yeah, but what?" Dan wanted to know * 

"Listen!" Ben held up his hand. "Hear it?" 

They all listened intently. A soft creaking 
gbing down the upstairs hall sounded clearly. 
It was as if someone was sneaking along, trying 
to miss the squeeking planks in the floor 

Ben said, "You can hear it every night about 
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this time." He looked at his watch. ""Yes, just 
midnight." 

"What is it?" Dan asked. There was a slight 
quaver in his voice. 

"The master's ghost" Ben replied. "Or at 
least that's what everybody says it is." 

Frank booed that. "Nuts, you mean to tell 
me you believe in that rot?" 

"Not particularly " Ben said. "But the fact 
remains that those footsteps are heard every 
night at this time. How do you account for 
I them?" 

i Morgan go't up and stretched. "Why not take 
a gander up there, fellows?" 

They all got up. "Okay/' someone replied. 
"Let's go. You lead the way, Ben. you know it." 

They were soon going up the wide stone 
staircase. Dust underfoot was an inch thick, 
making their footsteps quiet. They reached the 
top and halted to listen. 

"The master's ghost has reached the far end 
of the hall " said Ben. "Now he'll walk back." 

They all stood there, rooted, listening. 

"There he comes!" whispered Ben. 

The creaking footfalls could be heard plainly 
approaching them now. Should they stand thus? 
But bosh, there wasn't such a thing as a real 
ghost! 

The footsteps came nearer. And now they 
all felt a cold breath coming from the direction 
of the eery steps. . 

"Gad!"^ whispered Lou. "Me, I don't like 
this. You guys can stay. I'm leaving!" He darted 
down the stairway. 

The footsteps drew opposite the five boys 
and the cold wind was colder now. The steps 
passed them, echoing away in the distant dark- 
ness of the great hall. 

"Well, he's gone," said Ben. "Want to take 
a look in the master's bedroom?" 

No one answered. Of course they didn't be- 
lieve in ghosts, but then — 
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The door opened with a loud creak as Ben 
pushed it back. Their flashlights revealed a 
huge, high-ceiled room panelled in dull oak. 
The ancient bed, canopied, stood there at the 
far side. Two big windows looked out /upon 
the moor. A sick moon was visible through 
one. The wind had fallen. Dead quiet now reign- 
ed. 

It was Andy who proposed sleeping in the 
bed. 

Ben cautioned against it. "Mebbe it's all a 
fake" said he; "but why tempt fate?" 

"Bosh!" said Andy. "You guys don't have to 
sleep here. But Tm going to- Good-night, Fraidy- 
cats!" 

Andy hauled off his clotb*>«, tossed down his 
blanket (They had all brc__.it blanket®) and 
was soon stretched out on the great bed. 

He grinned as they moved toward the door. 
"I want bacon and eggs for hreakfa^t," he t.ang 
out. 

They found Andy dead next morning. There 
were no marks on him. 

"Same fate as Qvertook the otehrs" said Ben. 
"I didn't want him to do it." 

"Well, let's see if we can find the cause," 
said Don. He began searching the panels, the 
floor. And what others had missed, the five boys 
1 found. At noon, Frank hit a hollow place be- 
hind the bed in the panel: Tearing off the ' 
thic]c boards, they found a stone pip^ leading 
from below. It took only half a rioee to discover 
the poisonous smell of gas coming through the 
pipe. 

"And look at that pane! " said Frank. "That 
rosette in tfce wood has hu!es in it — so the- gas 
can get into the bed room. Why, this room is 
a death trap!" 

They had found the killer, but what of the 
stealthy footsteps? Merely the house cooling 
off and the boards expanding in the night cool- 
ness. 
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I send you Soldering Equipment and Radio 
Parts: show you how to do Radio solder- 
ing; how to mount and connect . Radio 
partB; give you practical experience. 



Early in my Course I show you how to 
build this N. R. I. Tester with parts I send. 
It soon helps you fix neighborhood Radios 
and earn EXTRA money in Bpare time'. 




You get parts to build Radio Circuits; 
then test them; see how they work; learn 
how to design special circuits; how to 
locate and repair circuit defects. 




Building this A. M. Signal Generator gives 
you more valuable experience. It provides 
amplitude-modulated signals for many tests 
and experiments. 




You build this Superheterodyne Receiver 
which brings in local and distant sta- 
tions—and gives you more experience to 
help you win success in Radio 
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I Will Train You at Home- SAMPLE LESSON FREE 



APPROVED 

for training 
under 

G.I.BILL 



Do you want a good- 
pay job in the fast 
growing Radio Indus- 
try — or your own Ra- 
dio Shop? Mail the 
'.Coupon for a Sample Lesson and 
my 64-page book, "How to Be a 
Success in RADIO — Television, 
Electronics," both FREE. See 
how I will train you at home- 
how you get practical Radio ex 
perience building, testing Radio 
circuits with BIG KITS OF 
PARTS I send! 

a any Beginners Soon Make Extra 
oney in Spare Time While Learning; 

The day you enroll I start sending 
EXTRA MONEY JOB SHEETS that 
show how to make EXTRA money fixing 
neighbors* Radius in spare time while 



still learning ! It's probably easier to 
get started now .than ever before, be- 
cause the' Radio. Repair Business is 
booming. Trained Radio Technicians 
also find profitable opportunities in Police, 
Aviation, Marine Radio, Broadcasting, 
Radio Manufacturing, Publte Address 
work. Think of even greater opportunities 
as Television, FM, and Electronic devices 
become available to the public X Send 
for FREE books now ! 



Find Out What Nftl Can Do For You 

Mail Coupon for Sample Lesson and my 
FREE 64-page book. Read the details about 
my Course ; letters from men X trained , 
see how quickly, easily you can get started. 
No obligation! Just MAIL COUPON 
NOW in envelope or paste on penny postal 

J. E. SMITH, President* Dept. 7DA3, 
National Radio Institute, Pioneer Home 
Study Radio School, Washington 9, D. C, 



APPROVED FOR TRAINING UNDER Gl BILL 



Good for Both- FREE. 



MR. J. E. SMITH, Pros., Dept. 7DA3 

National Radio Institute, Washington 9, D. C. 

Mail me FREE* your sample lesson and 
H4-page book. (No salesman will call 
Please write plainly.) 
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TELEVISION • ELECTRONICS 

Frequency Modulation 
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FELLOWS! 

This real he-man's 

gun is back. Get this 

lightning-loading, fast- 

hootinq 1000- shotAir Rifle. Sell 

one order, plus 
$1.50 extr 

SUP 
LIM 
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COMPLETE CHEMISTRY SET 

Famous "Chemcrafl" Set, for 
interesting experiments — and 
Magic Book of 50 Myster- 
ious Chemistry Ex- 
hibitions. Sell 
one order of 
American 
seeds 



A beautiful Wrist Watch, suitable for Boys, 
Girls, Menor Women. Given for selling one 
order, of American seeds, plus $1.50 extra 
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Full size, 
sweet-ton- 
ed Ukulele 
decorated 
th Hawaiian 



Boys! Here's a swe 
outfit for you. Regu- 
lation size Bat and 

Ball 

plus a 
baseball 



scene 



FREE. Sell only one 
order. (Quantity 
limited.) 
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SWEETHEART DOLL 

"Peggy Sweetheart" is the 
doll you'd love to own 
Pert and pretty in her 
sweetheart gown. Sell only 
one order of 
American 

ieeds 




Instruction sheet Cap. 




given for selling 
one order of seeds. 
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A big, husky 
Famous ^V HUNTING KNIFE, 
"Flying Ace'^X. w ith Leather Sheath. 

Ball Bearing Roller >vHas serrated edge, 
SkatesforBoysandGirls. ^^botlle opener. 
Sell one order, plus$1.00 extra. 



ROY ROGERS GUN 

WITH HOLSTER SET AND 
12 FOOT ROPE LARIAT 



Sell one 
order 
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A feally Bays! Here's a 

__ _ood Foun- husky axe of reg. 

tain Pen and matching u lotion size, in a 

Automatic Pencil. Sell leather sheoth. Sell 

one order one order of seeds ' 



I'Nothing else 

like it " 

[Head turns 

at any 

langle. You 

can stand it up, or clip 

it on — leaving both 

hands free. Given, 

complete with two 

batteries,for selling 

one order.of seeds 




Republic 
Pictures Slor 



Boys! Get 
this big, all- 
metal repealing 
Cap Pistol with 
Holster and Lar- 
iat. It's a re 
production o 
ROY ROGERS' 
own Gun, with clicking ham- 
mer and twirling cylinder. 
Fires roll caps. Sell one order 
of seeds, plus, ■$! 50 extra. 




"King of the 
Cowboys" 





MORE PRIZES 
FOR YOU 

shown in our 
big prize sheet, 

GENE AUTRY 

GUITAR 

BRACELETS 

BIBLE 

VERNIGHT BAG) 

POOL TABLE 
ALARM CLOCK 
POCKET WATCH 
RCHERY SET 
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GET YOUR PRIZE THIS EASY WAY 

Most prizes shown above and dozens of others 
in our Big Prize Book are given WITHOUT COST 
for selling only one 40-pack order of American 
Vegetable and Flower Seeds at 10c per large 
pack. Some of the bigger prizes require extra 
money, as stated. 

Everybody wants American Seeds— they're fresh 
and ready to grow. You'll sell them quickly and 
get your prize at once, or, if you prefer, take one- 
third cash commission on all seeds sold. GET 
BUSY-send coupon today for Big prize book 
and seeds. SEND NO MONEY - WE TRUST YOU 

No goods sent outside U. 5. A. 
American Seed Co., Inc. Dept. 420 , Lancaster, Pa. 



AMERICAN SEED CO., INC., 
DEPT. 420 LANCASTER, PA. 

Please send the BIG PRIZE BOOK and 
40 packs of Vegetable and Flower 
Seeds. I will resell them al 10< each, 
send you the money promptly, and get 
my prize. 
My choice of prize is ., . ■■■■■!■ 
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